According to the Constitution, additional nominations may be made to the 
Secretary in writing by ten or more Corporate Members on or before September 
15. If no such additional nominations are made, at the annual meeting of the 
Academy the Secretary will cast the unanimous ballot of the Corporate Members 
for the ticket reported by the Nominating Committee. 


Pitts CoLLEcTION PRAISED 


WiuiiaM B. Prrrs, honorary curator of gem minerals, is currently engaged in 
replacing some of the mineral transparencies on exhibit in the mineral corridor 
of North American Hall. Not that the new ones will be any more beautiful 
than the ones being replaced; Mr. Pitts just likes to have the exhibit constantly 
changing. It’s impossible to show all of Nature’s handiwork at any one time. 

Unquestionably, Mr. Pitts has a rare gift. His mineral exhibit is notably 
well selected, well arranged, and well labeled, but he finds ways to improve it 
constantly. Dr. H. C. Dake, editor of The Mineralogist, national magazine 
devoted to mineralogy, commented recently in a letter that the Pitts collection 
is totally different from all others. 

Dr. Dake went on to say that there are larger collections, but they were for 
the most part assembled by men who merely provided the money to purchase 
specimens and who did little or no actual work themselves. The Pitts collection 
is the work of Pitts’ own hands, and it has no equal anywhere in the world, 
he said. 

REPORT ON THE ‘ELECTRONIC’ TELESCOPE 


Accorpinc to Leon E. Salanave, associate curator of astronomy, radio and elec- 
tronic techniques are helping to push back the dark in two new fast-developing 
branches of observational astronomy. 

“Radio astronomy,” based on the detection of high frequency radio waves 
emitted by stars and nebula, is already a full-fledged branch of the science. 
Stull newer is the development of electronic devices for increasing the efliciency 
of celestial photography, especially for very faint objects. 

On his return journey from the Academy’s recent eclipse expedition, Salanave 
visited the Paris Observatory. There he saw the electronic telescope which has 
recently been brought to near perfection by Lallemand and Duchesne, and 
learned from one of the inventors about future plans for its use. 

Salanave will describe what he saw at the next meeting of the Astronomy 
Section, which will be held at 8 p.m., Wednesday, September 22, in the Student 
Lecture Room. After the program, weather permitting, there will be an observa- 
tion session at the telescope. 

New MEMBERS 


‘THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of August 


U281954: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP Mr. Stephen H. Gester FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. George Bennett Mr. Bernard S. Greensfelder Mr. Alfred D. Shapiro 
Dr. Bernard Berenson Mr. Phillip M. Nudelman STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Miss Louise Davis Dr. Vasco M. Tanner Leonard Malliett 
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September Announcement 


THE REGULAR SEPTEMBER MEETING Will be held at 8:15 p.m., Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 15, in the Morrison Auditorium. Leon E. Salanave, associate curator 
of astronomy, and C. P. Butler, physicist, U. S. Naval Radiological Defense 
Laboratory, will present an illustrated lecture: 


“EciiesE HuNTING IN SWEDEN” 


Salanave and Butler will describe their travels and the results of the Academy’s 
Eclipse Expedition. The two observed the June 30 total eclipse of the sun 
from South Koster Island, Sweden. Salanave will describe the project, how 
it was planned and carried out, and Butler will show colored transparencies 
taken on and about the observation site. 

The expedition was actually a pioneering venture. Butler and Salanave 
undertook the first precise measurement of the light fluctuations, rippling 
shadow bands, produced by the sun’s crescent shining through the earth’s 
atmosphere just before and after the total phase of an eclipse. They sought 
to correlate these ripples with the scintillation of starlight which is also an 
effect of the atmosphere. 

Despite partial cloudiness they were able to complete all phases of the study 
according to plan. 

In setting up their equipment, the Californians enjoyed the codperation of 
scientists from Lund, Stockholm, Uppsala, Madrid, and Washington, D. C. 
In fact, Salanave says had the eclipse expedition been a total loss their firsthand 
experience in this kind of international relations would have been a sufficient 
reward. The Academy expedition was covered by the Swedish press, and 
Salanave described the work of the project on a Swedish radio broadcast on 
June 26. Throughout their stay in Sweden Butler and Salanave were treated 
with notable kindness and consideration. 

The two expressed their appreciation to all of the adults on South Koster 
Island as best they could, but for the children they had a more tangible kind 
of thank you: a supply of discarded prisms from the Academy’s optical shop, 
which were received with delight. 

One more word about the weather. The natives of Koster assured the 
Californians in all seriousness they were experiencing the worst summer within 
memory! 

PHorocrapHy Exuisir To OPEN 


For MONTHS PAST mysterious visitors have been seen going into the Department 
of Exhibits carrying strange kinds of photographic equipment—ancient cam- 
eras, hand-crank movie projectors, odd-looking lenses, occasional contemporary 
cameras, and all sorts of objects that defy identification. And, remarkably, the 
visitors always came out of the Department emptyhanded. 

The net result of all this is a rare collection that will go on display September 
5, when an Exhibit of the History of Photography is opened to the public. 
The Academy 1s indebted to the San Francisco Examiner, whose sponsorship 
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made the exhibit possible. In fact, the idea for a permanent photographic display 
was conceived by Herm Lenz, Examiner camera editor. 

Once the project was announced, the stream of visitors to the Department 
of Exhibits began, and material poured in from all parts of the country. The 
exhibit, which is located in Lovell White Hall, traces the development of 
photography from the days of Daguerre to the present. Every phase of the art 
is covered as completely as space limitations have allowed, and some of the 
more important principles are demonstrated by mechanical exhibits. 

In conjunction with the opening of the photography exhibit, the Armed 
Services have prepared a special, temporary exhibit of military photographic 
equipment, Latest equipment used by the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines 
will be on display in Lovell White Hall for two months. 

On the opening day, September 5, there will also be a series of lectures on 
photography held in Morrison Auditorium under sponsorship of the Examiner. 
Details of the program will be announced later by the paper. 


3 
Touyours L’AMouR 

Rospert P. Dempster, associate curator of aquatic biology, recorded the death 
of a male octopus in the daily log of Steinhart Aquarium recently. He noted 
that the octopus had been with us fourteen and one-half months, the longest 
time one had ever been kept in the Aquarium. 

Octopuses, Dempster later explained, don’t ordinarily live very long in an 
aquarium. They are nervous and excitable—and they bump their heads on the 
walls of the tank. 


This particular octopus, which weighed 47 pounds, seemed destined to live 
out its declining years in comfort and good health. It never bumped its head, 
its movements were cautious and deliberate, even when it was a star performer 
on “Science In Action.” 


But a new octopus, a female, arrived one day and was put into the same 
tank. The male octopus, its sedate, well-ordered existence brought to an end, 
threw caution to the winds. Love blossomed, and they fell into each other’s 
arms (16 in all). It was a short romance, however. Just one week later the 
female died, and at the end of the next week the male died also. 

Had he avoided a broken head only to die of a broken heart? Dempster 
ventures no opinion. 


NomInaTING Com™irTTEE Reports 

On Avcustr 15 the Nominating Committee of the California Academy of 
Sciences filed with the Secretary of the Academy a report of its nominations. 

Nominated for five-year terms on the Board of Trustees are: Mrs. Joseph C. 
Fennelly of San Francisco, Mrs. Henry Potter Russell of Burlingame, and Mr. 
Decker G. McAllister, vice-president, Pacific Scientific Company, San Francisco. 

Nominated for three-year terms on the Council are: Mr. William S. W. Kew, 
consulting geologist, San Francisco; Dr. Siemon Muller, professor of paleon- 
tology, Stanford University; and Dr. George F. Papenfuss, associate professor 
of botany, University of California. 
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